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MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR
About five years ago I got a phone call asking if I would participate in an exciting
project; the Smithsonian Institute was putting together a high-tech exhibition
called Genome: Unlocking Life’s Code. It was a partnership between the National
Human Genome Research Institute of the National Institutes of Health and the
Smithsonian’s National Museum of Natural History to commemorate the 10th
anniversary of the completion of the Human Genome Project. I flew to Washington,
D.C. to be interviewed for the exhibit on a cold winter day. When I arrived, I was
told that my job was to anticipate a future when everyone would be able to get
their genome sequenced and to talk about the ethical issues that would raise. I
remember talking a lot about concern for the harms that could occur by “knowing
too much.” As I explained two years later in a TedMed talk: “Genome sequencing
has propelled biomedical research, and there are now many examples where having
genomic information has been beneficial, even life-saving... But one person’s transparency may be too much information for
another.” I shared my own story about how I had gotten my genome sequenced but decided not to learn the results, for fear that
some predictive information might make me anxious or distressed. I worried about the subtle ways that knowledge of my genetic
risk might impact me and those around me.
Over the past four years, the Genome exhibit has made its way from Washington, D.C. across the country. Just last month, it landed
at the Houston Health Museum. It will be here until Sept. 11th, and I highly recommend that you check it out!
The exhibit was welcomed to Houston with a panel discussion exploring the future of genomics. I was honored to participate as a
panelist. Since my interview five years ago, I have seen kids with cancer and very sick adults get their genomes sequenced. I have
had close friends whose babies have been sequenced. And I have encouraged both of my parents to get their genomes sequenced.
I still worry that sometimes too much information can be harmful, but I have learned that when faced with a devastating illness it
is often the not knowing that causes the most pain. Why did I or my loved one get sick? Is there anything more we can be doing?
What will the future hold? Genomics can’t always answer these questions, and sometimes the most courageous thing to do is to
surrender to the vulnerability of uncertainty. But as long as we are human, we will search for meaning, and often genomics, even
when it does not alter the course of treatment, can contribute in important ways to the construction of our illness (and life’s)
narrative.

CONNECT WITH US
UPCOMING EVENTS
Big Topics in Ethics and Policy (BTEP) Journal Club: Sept. 7
“The Conversation” Speaker Series: Sept. 14
Developing Issues in Bioethics and Society (DIBS) Seminar
Series: Sept. 20
Grand Rounds: Sept. 20

Subscribe to our email distribution list to receive the
latest updates on Center activities and Health Policy
Program Developments
Follow us on Twitter @BCMEthics
Join our LinkedIn Group
Like us on Facebook
Visit our website www.bcm.edu/ethics
Read our blog: PolicyWise
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EDUCATION
Ethics Track
On May 30, 14 graduating medical and physician assistant
students presented their capstone projects and received
their certificates for completing the Ethics Track. A
complete listing of the graduates and their capstone
projects can be found on our webpage.

The top three capstone projects received the Baruch
A. Brody Award, named after the founder and former
director of the Center. Congratulations to these recipients
and all of our graduates!

Healthcare Policy &
Management Track
Even though Baylor learners may be gone for the
summer, our faculty are hard at work revamping the
Healthcare Policy & Management Track for the fall.
We are excited to introduce a new first-year course
structure, focusing on the latest in educational theory.
Using backward design philosophy and incorporating
new classroom tools to engage with millennial
learners, we are looking forward to welcoming back
our students with an enhanced first-year-elective
experience.

Narrative Medicine Program

• 3rd Place (tie) - Holland Kaplan, The Nazi Analogy and
Physician Aid-in-Dying in the United States, and Kevin
Sweetwood, How Low Can You Go?: An Ethical Critique of
Current ALARA Guidelines on Radiation Dose Reduction

On June 14, medical students and faculty from Baylor
and the McGovern Medical School gathered to share
their stories as part of the third Off Script storytelling
event. The theme for this latest iteration was
“Scrubbed.” Our colleagues shared intimate stories
of struggling to find their identity as physicians-intraining, grappling with patients’ heartbreaking social
situations as well as their own emotional breakdowns,
and coping with the death of their first patient. Other
highlights included a humorous case of “foot in mouth
disease” and a poetry reading. We’ll start soliciting
submissions for our fall event in September.

Ethics, Professionalism, and Policy Program
(EP3)

Be sure to check out the Narrative Medicine
Program’s new Facebook page!

• 1st Place - Rui Zheng, The Development of an Ethical
Framework for Public Policy on Mandatory Childhood
Vaccination
• 2nd Place - Hannah Ermon, Ethical Considerations in
Patients Refusing Treatment for a Suicide Attempt

EP3 has achieved excellent growth in the past year. We
are introducing our curriculum to five new residency
programs: Genetics, Ophthalmology, Orthopedic Surgery,
Pathology, and Radiation Oncology. We have added
new topics like Ethical Problem-Solving and Healthcare
Economics to address the ever-changing landscape of
healthcare. We look forward to another great year. If you
or your department would like to get involved in resident
ethics education please contact us.

Student Spotlight
Ethics Track student Stephanie Allen MS4, has been
awarded the Doris Duke International Clinical Research Fellowship. Ms. Allen will work in Zambia with
the University of North Carolina on a randomized
controlled trial aiming to improve early detection of
HIV infection in neonates.
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HEALTH POLICY
PolicyWise Blog
Are you reading our blog? With new content from
our diverse network of faculty and staff posted
weekly, you are sure to see a topic that interests
you. We draw inspiration from the latest news
to provide insightful commentary related to our
specific areas of research and expertise. Lately we
have tackled topics such as genetic essentialism and
radical life extension technologies.

Brett Giroir Goes to Washington, D.C.
Secondary faculty member
Brett Giroir, M.D., has been
nominated to become
Assistant Secretary for Health
for the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services.
Dr. Giroir has dedicated his
career to health and we
cannot think of a better
nomination for such an
important role.

As the Health Policy Program wraps up its first fiscal
year in full swing, we have enjoyed reflecting on the
tremendous progress we have made. In just a short
time, we have kicked off the Healthcare Policy & Management track, expanded our network of scholars,
ramped up our Center communications efforts, and
undertaken several new exciting research projects.
Thank you for helping make our first official year as
the Baylor College of Medicine Health Policy Program
a huge success.

New Health Policy Scholar

Brett Giroir, M.D.

Policy Prescriptions Health Policy
Symposium
On May 19, Health Policy Scholar and emergency
medicine physician Cedric Dark, M.D., M.P.H.,
hosted the 4th annual Policy Prescriptions Health
Policy Symposium. With speakers focusing on
healthcare costs, payment reforms, and healthcare
under the Trump Administration, the symposium
provided interesting and engaging information.
Dr. Seema Yasmin, a physician now focusing on
epidemiology and journalism, gave a captivating
keynote address.

Spotlight

Year in Review

Health Policy Program Director Christopher Scott,
Ph.D., was recently hosted by the University of
Melbourne Centre for Stem Cell Systems for a series
of invited talks to cover the topic “Is there a Case for
Stem Cell Counsellors?”

We are excited to welcome
Isabelle Kusters, Ph.D., M.P.H.,
as a new Health Policy Scholar
with the Center. Isabelle recently completed her postdoctoral
fellowships in health services
research at Baylor College of
Medicine and advanced health
professions education, evaluation, and research at the
Isabelle Kusters, Ph.D., M.P.H.
Michael E. DeBakey VA Medical
Center. She will be starting as a tenure-track assistant
professor at the University of Houston – Clear Lake this
August with the Department of Clinical, Health, and Applied Sciences.

Want to Become a Health Policy Scholar?
Health Policy Scholars are recognized for their contributions
to collaborative research, participation in Center-sponsored
events and meetings, and their efforts in teaching, outreach
activities, and mentoring. If you are a researcher or scholar
in the field of health policy and are interested in applying to
become a Health Policy Scholar, please contact us.
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CLINICAL ETHICS
INTENSIVE BIOETHICS COURSE - REGISTER TODAY
In partnership with Houston Methodist Hospital, the Center
offered the third annual Intensive Bioethics Course April 1821, 2017. Course participants came from all over the country
with diverse disciplinary backgrounds. The course was both
productive and engaging and covered fundamental bioethics
topics and advanced clinical ethics skills.

Save the date for the 2018 course: April 16-20, 2018.
To learn more about the course and sign up for the 2018 offering, click here.

Welcome New Team Members

New Clinical Ethics Resource

The Center’s clinical ethics program is growing with the
arrival of two new faculty members and a clinical ethics
fellow.

The Clinical Ethics Affairs Committee, a standing
committee of nationally-recognized clinical ethicists
under the auspices of the American Society for Bioethics
and Humanities, wrote a book for self-education
and teaching, titled, “A Case-Based Study Guide for
Addressing Patient-Centered Ethical Issues in Health
Care.” The authors, including Center faculty member
Courtenay R. Bruce, J.D., M.A., provide practical tips
and strategies on leading family meetings, interviewing
patients and families, eliciting patients’ values,
mediating conflict, working through psychosocialspiritual-ethical complexities, and navigating ethicallegal conundrums. The authors also provide 12 rich
cases on various topics in clinical ethics presented
with an unfolding approach: they interrupt each case
at several junctures to ask questions of the reader to
encourage critical thinking. Answers to the questions are
provided at the end of each case. Purchase your copy
online today!

Trevor Bibler, Ph.D., is an Assistant Professor with a
background in clinical bioethics, religious studies, and
philosophy. He completed the Center’s clinical ethics
fellowship in 2014-2016 and we are excited to have
him back. He will work primarily with our consultation
service at Houston Methodist.
Claire Horner, J.D., M.A., is an Assistant Professor
specializing in the legal and ethical issues in foregoing
life-sustaining treatment, informed consent, and
reproductive technologies. She recently finished a
clinical ethics fellowship at the Alden March Bioethics
Institute at Albany Medical College. She will work
primarily with our consultation service at Baylor St.
Luke’s.
Sophia Fantus, Ph.D., M.S.W., is a Clinical Ethics Fellow
who recently completed her Ph.D. at the University
of Toronto with a focus in collaborative social work
and bioethics. She will serve as a two-year fellow as
part of the Center’s fellowship program with Houston
Methodist and the New York-Houston Medical Ethics
Consortium.
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COMMUNITY
The Center values creating a meaningful connection between the work we do and the people whose lives are impacted by these
important ethical questions. We are committed to building relationships with the community and starting a dialogue around these
very issues.

Register for The Conversation Speaker Series
During each lunchtime session, a Baylor faculty member will present a hot topic in medical ethics and health policy,
encouraging all to participate in “the conversation.” Through these thought provoking lectures and discussions, you
are invited to explore your own decisions, issues, and values in the context of the current complex medical ethics and
health policy landscape. Each session features a cutting-edge topic that will impact all of us at some point in our lives.
This year’s topics include navigating medical uncertainty, neuroethics, public health ethics, social justice, and medical
marijuana.

Register today for the whole series and save!

DONATE
The Center for Medical Ethics and Health Policy researches and influences policy on today’s most
pressing ethical issues, like what do about the Zika virus, stem cell therapies that can make you
live longer, face transplants, the rights of Alzheimer’s patients, end-of-life decision making, and
genetically designing babies. We are one of the biggest and fastest growing ethics centers in the
country, and our goal is to build our infrastructure so that we can respond immediately to issues like
these and help government and healthcare providers decide how to do the right thing. In order to
accomplish this, we need your help. Please consider donating to the Center.
Click here to learn more or contact us.
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RESEARCH
Select Presentations

Select Publications

Blumenthal-Barby JS. The Psychology of Decision Making
and the Ethics of Nudging. NYU Winthrop University
Hospital Medicine Grand Rounds. Mineola, NY. May 2017.

Bruce CR, Koch P. Flawed Assumptions: Ethical Problems
with Proposed Presumed Consent Legislation. Am J
Transplant; 2017.

Guerrini, CJ. The New Landscape of Patent Eligibility:
Empirical Findings. BioCanRx Summit for Cancer
Immunotherapy. Ottawa, ON. June 2017.

Bruce CR, Koch P. Opting Out of Bad Texas Legislation.
Houston Business Journal; 2017.

Lee, K. OvaScience – A Publicly Traded Fertility Company
and its Lead Product AUGMENT. Harvard Medical School:
The Ethics of “Making Babies.” Boston, MA. April 2017.
Majumder MA. Big Data Sharing in Precision Medicine.
World Precision Medicine Congress. London, UK. May 2017.
McGuire, AL. 1) What Does It Mean to Own the Data in a
Medical Information Commons? 2) Developing the Law and
Policy Universe to Meet the Challenges of Genomics. ELSI
Congress. Farmington, CT. June 2017.
Morain S, Garson, T, Raphael J. State-Level Data to Inform
State Policymaking: Public Opinion on Tabacco 21 Laws.
Academy Health Annual Research Meeting. New Orleans,
LA. June 2017.

Interested in Learning More About Our
Faculty and Staff?
Visit our website for a full listing of our faculty, staff,
scholars, and members!

Guerrini CJ, McGuire AL, Majumder MA. Myriad Take Two:
Can Genomic Databases Remain Secret? Science 356(6338),
2017: 586-587.
Kaplan JA, Kandodo J, Sclafani J, Raine S, BlumenthalBarby JS, et al. An Investigation of the Relationship
Between Autonomy, Childbirth Practices, and Obstetric
Fistula Among Women in Lilongwe District, Malawi. BMC
International Health and Human Rights 17(7), 2017:1-10.
Lee K. With the Advent of ART’s is there a Fundamental
Right to a Child? Ave Maria International Law Journal 6,
2017:20-29.
Majumder MA, Guerrini CJ, Bollinger JM, Cook-Deegan R,
McGuire AL. Sharing Data Under 21st Century Cures Act.
Genet Med; 2017.
Malek, J. Maternal Decision-Making During Pregnancy:
Parental Obligations and Cultural Differences. Best Practice
and Research: Clinical Obstetrics and Gynecology; 2017.
Malek J, Slashinski MJ, Robinson JO, Gutierrez AM, Parsons
DW, Plon SE, McCullough LB, McGuire AL. Parental
Perspectives on Whole-Exome Sequencing in Pediatric
Cancer: A Typology of Perceived Utility. Journal of Clinical
Oncology: Precision Oncology; 2017.

Welcome New Research Faculty
Gabriel Lazaro-Munoz, Ph.D., J.D.,
M.B.E., is an Assistant Professor
with a background in neuroscience, law, and bioethics. His
research explores the social implications of emerging biomedical
technologies in neuroscience and
genomics.

Cook-Deegan R, McGuire AL. Moving Beyond Bermuda:
Sharing Data to Build a Medical Information Commons.
Genome Res 27(6), 2017: 897-901.

Gabriel Lazaro-Munoz,
Ph.D., J.D., M.B.E.

Vassy JL, Christensen KD, Schonman EF, Blout CL, Robinson
JO, Krier JB, Diamond PM, Lebo M, Machini K, Azzariti DR,
Dukhovny D, Bates DW, MacRae CA, Murray MF, Rehm
HL, McGuire AL, Green RC. The Impact of Whole-Genome
Sequencing on the Primary Care and Outcomes of Healthy
Adult Patients: A Pilot Randomized. Ann Intern Med; 2017.
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UPDATES
Awards and Recognition
Courtenay Bruce, J.D., M.A., has received three prestigious faculty awards at
Baylor College of Medicine. 1) The Norton Rose Fulbright Faculty Excellence Award
in Enduring Education, 2) the Norton Rose Fulbright Faculty Excellence Award in
Educational Leadership, and 3) the Norton Rose Fulbright Faculty Excellence Award
in Enduring Education.

Courtenay Bruce, J.D.,
M.A.

Ricardo Nuila, M.D., Center secondary faculty member, was selected as the Ralph A. Johnston Fellow in the Dobie
Paisano Fellowship Program, which is sponsored by the Texas Institute of Letters and the University of Texas at
Austin. This highly competitive, nationally recognized fellowship gives creative fiction and non-fiction writers the
opportunity to live on a ranch outside Austin and write for an extended period. Nuila was accepted based on his
articles about health disparities in Texas.
Congratulations all!

EVENT DETAILS
Journal Club: Monthly, brown-bag lunch, open-forums
available to anyone interested in attending. Subscribe to our
email distribution list to learn more.
Grand Rounds: Monthly events held at Houston Methodist
Hospital (5-6 p.m., Rio Grande Room) for their healthcare
professionals, but are open to anyone interested in attending.

BLOGS ON BIOETHICS.NET
Read Dr. Blumenthal-Barby’s recent blog posts
on Bioethics.net.

IN THE NEWS
Check out the latest hot topics in medical ethics and health
policy capturing national public attention.

You have the right to decline future education and development communications. If you do not want us to contact you
for our fundraising efforts, please contact the Office of Philanthropy and Alumni Relations at 713-798-4714 or
optout-development@bcm.edu. Please note that when you opt-out, you will no longer receive emails, mailings, phone
calls or any communications from Baylor College of Medicine Office of Philanthropy and Alumni Relations.
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